
About the Common Impact Data Standard 
The goal of the Common Impact Data Standard is to simplify the sharing and analysis of
impact data, including data from different sources, organizations, and software. 

The Common Impact Data Standard is an ontology for linked data. It provides a
standard representation for the core concepts and attributes that underlie impact models,
including logic model, impact thesis, theory of change and the Impact Management
Project’s (IMP) five dimensions of impact. It is flexible enough such that any impact model
can be represented. 

It is a Semantic Representation, making it easier to use AI and Machine Learning to analyze
the data. It complements other impact standards (such as IRIS+ taxonomy of metrics) and
other data standards (such as the common data standard and IATI).

About the Common Approach
The Common Approach to Impact Measurement (the Common
Approach) is working towards better impact measurement for social
purpose organizations. 

By developing flexible, community-driven standards, our aim is to
change the underpinnings of impact measurement and shift away
from a primary focus on the impact measurement needs of
foundations, grantmakers and impact investors. Instead, we are
committed to centering impact measurement on the needs of
operating charities, nonprofits and social-purpose businesses and
those they serve. 

The Common Approach is four community-driven standards:
Common Foundations, Common Impact Data Standard,
Common Framework, and Common Form. 

Common Impact Data Standard Technical
Committee

Call for Expressions of Interest: 

About the Common Approach Technical Committees
For the Common Approach standards to be truly community-driven, the substantive
direction of each standard will be undertaken by Technical Committees of engaged users
and people with expert knowledge.  

https://www.commonapproach.org/developers/
https://www.commonapproach.org/community-driven/
http://www.commonapproach.org/common-foundations
https://www.commonapproach.org/common-impact-data-standard/
https://www.commonapproach.org/common-impact-data-standard/
https://www.commonapproach.org/common-framework/
https://www.commonapproach.org/common-form/


Assess the Common Impact Data Standard and provide suggestions for its
improvement;
Devise a working manual that future Technical Committees can use as a
guide/template;
Draft a revision of the standard based on user feedback;
Determine the best path forward for the governance and accreditation of the Data
Standard in Canada and abroad.

Creating more user-friendly technical resources, like an API blueprint, xml and/or
HTML sample files.
Better aligning relevant pieces with existing ontologies (e.g. i72, ic, XBRL, CDM).

The Common Approach will provide Technical Committee members with the resources

(funding and time) to roll up their sleeves and draft the next versions of each of the

Common Approach’s four standards. Their composition and arrangements for

compensation are designed to make these committees the engines of the standards’

development. 

Each Technical Committee is composed of five to eight individuals, who will be selected for
their expertise and enthusiasm. The members of the Technical Committee are responsible
for drafting revisions to standards, with focus areas determined by users of the standards.
Each member is expected to volunteer 15 working days per year (approximately 120
hours).

The Data Standard Technical Committee is our first Technical Committee. It will serve as a
testing ground to help determine the best path forward for further community-driven
governance of the Common Approach’s four standards as the number of users grows.

Common Impact Data Standard Technical Committee mandate

We already know that our next round of revisions will need to focus on:

The time commitment for committee members will be the equivalent of 15 days (120
hours) per year. This translates to just over eight hours per month (which will be spread
over multiple days). 

All technical committee members are eligible for an annual stipend of up to $3000, paid
quarterly.

https://sametricav4.docs.apiary.io/#reference/0/validations-collection/list-all-validations
https://www.xbrl.org/taxonomy/int/fr/ias/ci/pfs/2002-11-15/samples.htm
https://www.xbrl.org/taxonomy/int/fr/ias/ci/pfs/2002-11-15/samples.htm
https://www.xbrl.org/Specification/XBRL-2.1/REC-2003-12-31/XBRL-2.1-REC-2003-12-31+corrected-errata-2013-02-20.html


Developing and promoting publishing standards for the web
Developing and promoting linked data and semantic web applications
Impact management software design/product development
Facilitating collaborations among competing software developers
Data ethics and governance

A brief expression of interest: a few lines describing your interest in joining the
committee, and the expertise you will contribute. (100-300 words)
Your current resume or CV, demonstrating the relevant skills and experience you
possess. 

The selection committee will review applications on a rolling basis.
The first round of selections for interviews will begin on March 23, 2022.
All applicants will receive communication about the status of their application. 
The Technical Committee’s projected start date will be the week of April 25, 2022. 

About You 
You believe that some technology standards are needed to help improve impact data, in
order to mobilize that data toward solving social and environmental problems. You may
even have a use for that data in mind.

You have expertise in at least one of these areas:

How To Apply
Our aim is to keep the application process simple. Please  send the following to
nominations@commonapproach.org: 

If you would like to apply in an official capacity on behalf of your organization, we are happy
to facilitate a secondment arrangement where the time spent on the Committee is part of
your existing role, and the stipend is paid directly to your employer. If this is your preferred
route of involvement, please also include a signed letter of support from your employer
with your application. (Download a sample.)

Process 

Interested in learning more? 
Please direct any questions to Alicia Richins, Partnerships and Standards Lead, at
alicia.richins@commonapproach.org. 

commonapproach.org

mailto:nominations@commonapproach.org
https://www.commonapproach.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Template_Skilled-Volunteering-Letter-of-Support.docx
mailto:alicia.richins@commonapproach.org
https://www.commonapproach.org/
http://www.twitter.com/commonapproach
https://www.linkedin.com/company/common-approach-to-impact-measurement/
mailto:info@commonapproach.org

